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ENGLISH I 

Freshman English is a combination of  grammar, composition, 

literature, and vocabulary development.  There is reading 

comprehension in literature units that showcase different genres. 



ENGLISH II 

Students complete the study of  formal grammar.  Composition 

continues as in the previous year, but greater depth is added.  

American literature selections complete the course.



ENGLISH III 

This course spans British literature from fire-breathing dragons to 

ghostly sightings, murders, and finally the nightmarish world of  20th

century literature.  An emphasis will be placed on college prep writing 

and increased vocabulary.



ENGLISH IV 

Travel to ancient worlds while reading of  epic heroes who venture on 

quests for immortality and fame and glory.  Compare cultural 

traditions from around the world.  The culminating project for the 

year will be each student’s Cultural Heritage Project.  Emphasis will 

be placed on college preparatory writing and increased vocabulary.



HONORS/AP

Prerequisites for English I Honors are the recommendation of  the 
grade 8 English and reading teachers and a satisfactory score on a 
diagnostic test.  Prerequisites for all other honors classes are an 
average of  at least “B” in the previous honors class and the 
recommendation of  that teacher, or at least “A” in the previous 
academic class and the recommendation of  that teacher.  
Prerequisites for AP English Literature are the successful completion 
of  English I Honors, English II Honors, an average of  at least “B” in 
English III Honors (Masterpieces) and the recommendation of  the 
English III Honors teacher.  Prerequisite for AP English Language is 
the recommendation of  the English I or English II teacher.



ENGLISH I HONORS

Vocabulary, composition development, and reading assignments will 

focus on a humanistic approach to English.  Selections will include 

mythology/folklore, the Bible, comedy, tragedy, science fiction, 

fantasy, poetry, short story, and novel.  Special attention will be given 

to preparing the research paper.  Students will write three papers.



ENGLISH II HONORS

Students electing this course must be willing to write several papers 

and do a great deal of  reading.  The course will seek to trace the 

development of  American life from the pre-colonial period to the 

present day through literature, art, music, and architecture.



ENGLISH III  HONORS

(MASTERPIECES)

The study of  British literature examines major works of  outstanding 

poets from the metaphysical school of  writing through the restoration 

and new-classical periods into the Romantic, Victorian, and Modern 

periods.  Other pieces include Paradise Lost, Gulliver’s Travels, 

Through the Looking Glass, A Tale of  Two Cities, and Lord of  the 

Flies.



ENGLISH IV HONORS

(HUMANITIES)

This course is an exploration into the essence of  humanism; the mind 

of  man as exemplified through his thought, creations, and experiences 

in philosophy, art, music, literature, religions, drama, and architecture.  

Students are required to write several papers and do independent 

research and reading in depth.



AP ENGLISH LITERATURE 

AND COMPOSITION

This is an intensive course that assesses the student’s ability to read 

selected poems and prose passages analytically and to write critical 

and analytical essays.  College credit may be obtained by passing the 

exam in May.  Taking the AP Literature and Composition exam is 

required. 



AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

AND COMPOSITION

 This is an intensive course that assesses a student’s ability to read 

and write through a rhetorical lens and demonstrate an understanding 

of  semantic, structural, and rhetorical aspects of  language and 

effective writing.  College credit may be obtained by passing the exam 

in May.  Taking the AP Language and Composition exam is required.



ELECTIVES

Students are required to successfully complete three years of  

traditional English.  The fourth credit may be earned by taking 

English IV,  Humanities, AP English, or two one semester electives.    

Juniors may take any elective(s) in addition to English III (for 

Carnegie credit only).



ENGLISH ELECTIVES

Women in Literature Fairy Tales, Myths and Legends

Isn’t It Tragic? A Flair for Writing:  Advanced 

Composition

Anxiety and Chaos Sports in Literature

Literature in Film

Communications I

Communications II



WOMEN IN LITERATURE 

Journey through time with some of  literature’s most fascinating 

women as they discover themselves and their unique places in the 

worlds in which they live.  Read, analyze, and experience their 

unforgettable stories of  love, redemption and self-discovery. 



ISN’T IT TRAGIC? 

The origins of  tragedy and tragic literature throughout time will be 

explored.  Starting with ancient Greek and Roman tragedies, it will 

move to the Renaissance (British and French), and end with modern 

tragedies.  There will be an emphasis on college prep writing and 

increasing vocabulary.



ANXIETY AND CHAOS 

The modern novel will be seen as an expression of  the chaos and 

anxiety of  the 20th century brought about by global war, the threat of  

human annihilation, and the alienation that came as a result of  the 

rapid rise of  technology and the influence of  popular culture.  The 

emphasis will be on college prep writing and increasing vocabulary



FAIRY TALES, MYTHS, AND 

LEGENDS 

This course will study the psychological, political, and sociological 

motives and effects of  fantasy literature on targeted audiences.  

Various texts, media, and literary theories will be explored throughout 

a historical context to understand the enduring appeal of  fairy tales, 

myths, and legends.  There will be an emphasis on college prep 

writing and increasing vocabulary.



A FLAIR FOR WRITING:  

ADVANCED COMP 

Students will become a community of  writers who share in generating 

ideas, experiment with writing strategies, and examine literary 

techniques used in various kinds of  writing.  Students will hone their 

writing skills as they write analytical, creative, expository, dramatic, 

and poetic pieces.  Emphasis will also focus on increasing vocabulary.



SPORTS IN LITERATURE 

The course will analyze the portrayal of  sports in relation to the 

human condition, building relationships, overcoming obstacles, 

mastering defeat, striving for victory, resolving conflicts, and seeking 

self-improvement.  Students will complete a research project on 

sports history or sports figures.  Emphasis will be on college prep 

writing and increasing vocabulary.



COMMUNICATIONS I 

Students will examine verbal and nonverbal communications, self-

image, and identity, interpersonal relationships, and persuasion and 

propaganda, with an emphasis on public speaking.  Readings, video 

screenings, oral presentations, and written reports are required. 

Emphasis will be on college prep writing and increasing vocabulary.  

This course is not required for Communications II.



COMMUNICATIONS II 

Students will examine the impact of  books, music, television, 

newspapers, film, etc. in our society.  Students are trained to be 

perceptive of  contemporary mass media.  Readings, video screenings, 

oral presentations, and written reports are required.  Emphasis will be 

on college prep writing and increasing vocabulary.



LITERATURE IN FILM 

This course is designed to develop students’ critical thinking and 

analytical skills by examining important works of  both literature and 

film.  Students will use their knowledge of  literature and literary 

devices to deconstruct film and literature through discussion, essays, 

and projects. Students will examine how writing and filmmaking 

techniques function to comment on certain social phenomenon. 

Emphasis will be on college prep writing and increasing vocabulary.


